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335. to is. 6d. in the course of a few years. Then in
1928 Crossley's, myself, and the other Avro share-
holders sold their shares to Mr. John Siddeley (now
Lord Kenilworth) representing the Siddeley group. I
severed my connection with A. V. Roe & Co., Ltd.
Then with my old friend and associate, John Lord, we
acquired a controlling interest in another old-estab-
lished British firm : S. E. Saunders, of East Cowes, Isle
of Wight. The new firm was renamed Saunders-Roe,
Ltd., usually abbreviated into Saro, and we at once
instituted a vigorous policy of development. At the
present time I occupy the position of president of the
company.

Mr. Saunders, having been a designer and builder
of motor boats for fifty years or more, and as both Lord
and myself were great believers in the flying-boat
type of machine it was natural that we should turn our
attention to this type of aircraft. Our three principal
types have been the Cutty Sark which has two 130 h.p.
* Cirrus' engines. This machine has been used
extensively by Air Services Training. Then there is
the ' Saro Windover' with three 130 h.p. ' Cirrus '
engines, and there is the ' Saro Cloud' with two
160 h.p. ' Siddeley' engines. This last type is used
both for private purposes and for training purposes
in the Royal Naval Air Service.

One of the advantages of the amphibian * Saro
Cloud ' is its ease of handling. At Calshot it used to
take a large number of men a considerable time to
take their flying-boats into or out of the water, but with
our machine it is possible to get one from the tarmac
into the water, flying same and return to its starting-
point all within five minutes. The reason for this
saving in time is due to the quickness that the amphi-
bian under-carriage possesses in its ability to be raised
or lowered.

Another branch  of our firm  is  concerned  with